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Legend Of Voracious 
Bear Based On Fact 

By Emile J. Hodel 


Some time ago we iwv&mast - 

etter fr°m a 7^-ea'xiM wsfcfent of Buck'- 

e^e up in Pocahontas Countv between 
MiUpoint and Marlinton if memory 
not lail US. He is F. vv. Ruckman. 

This septuagenarian wrote, “Your paD- 
er seems to be gaining much favor in my 
county. I've heard it said that to leam 

rlad « g0 i” S ? “ PMa hontas we should 
read the Beckley Post-Herald. 

,. , indued by the historical ar¬ 
ticles by Shirley Donnelly, 

“Just recently I found written proof of 

selKV *J aVe heard a11 Ufe aad am 

endin t» R along. If you find it of interest 
you are welcome to use it.** 



The truth is that we do find the account 

01 more ^ an passing interest. Since it is 
somewhat long for a day’s column, we are 
taking the liberty of splitting it into two 
sections and using it herein. 

We have been saving it for use at this 
tmie — we are on vacation this week — 
and will write Reader F. W. Ruckman as 
soon as possible on our return to the of¬ 
fice and normal duties. We want to get 
from him additional information on an¬ 
other subject about which he has written. 
It seenxs that he has had a great personal 
experience during his life which may also 
merit telling in the columns of the Post- 
Herald. 


-o-- 

But now to the story of a Pocahontas 
County legend — a legend of bear country 
which ha.s been shown to have some basis 
:»» Met. Though the written record is only 
•» bare mention of a tragic event, the de- 
t-’H supplied are those which have been 
loi.id. d down by word of mouth among 
rocahuiita*. people. 

1>U F. \\\ Ruckman 


The father’s frantic calls were he 
by the Cochrans, an Irish unnug 
family, who had settled at the too 
- mountain a short time before, 
suh. and search revealed some fragrr 
o: clothing and slight traces of the j 
on Little Mountain, about two miles 

The Xaylors must have left the co 

soou afterwards since l find no 
mention of the name. •; 
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People Rushed 

11ns is a picture o I Lhe Coch- “ 
ran house. located in Pocahontas 
County. Pocahontas is Lhe set¬ 
ting for a legend dealing with a 

bear. The full legend is recount¬ 
ed in the Top O’ The Morning 
column on this page. Tne narra¬ 
tive and -Jills picture were pro- 
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into a rU*pe« ? e4r * **° • &«?ar c%ma 
, a Clearing where a roan »a. 

' • i and corned a C and ji* a cSfl 

»««*& deuis besso e ,! ' ^ .; 

» jreat a time, causing urrum“I " ?f 
be name of the famiSj-. ai Z™. 

f ‘ n< t io ™ aven doublco that ,. “* 

sj'-irr lo *— 2 - 

aSd^u,*■£ 3 Ul “ “““«■*•" »t 

mslc from Vlcene 1 

a oST 1 'Jf“ n Hfir '> ^r *ast 
natural born historian, as was her great* 

aunt. Mary Cackley. 8 

The name of the 'family, they mnern 
bered was Nnyior. TbeyZZ 7« • 
had buu a little cabin on a rolling bench ‘ 
JJ a low gap m the mountain. He had 
cleared a field and was plowing it m die 

SP [J”f W l th f llorKema de bull-tongue plow. 

Mrs Nayioi- was ‘-feelin 1 poorly." so 
the father, wishing to be helpful, took the 
child along to the field. The day was 
warm and sunny. The child was left in a 
comfortable soot where the father could 
i.ee it as he passed by while at work. 


1 in n Ji’fc 
' the home 

rd and his 
in Lewis- 
n built us 
owned b.v 


ad. when 
n," as he 


a house 
ras torn 
mproved 
d found 


id ivuiii“ i - 
ilth and u e 


('\-. vy Icici J 














•y.v. .v ! !■ 


mm 


mw*. 


'^■■•yyyy.-y 


iiiiPiiilii 


^ Voracious 
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, e received a very nice 
3r *°* d resident of Buck- 
• .3s County between 1 
:n:on if memory does ; 
F- W. Ruekman. j 
5n ••rote, “Your pap- 
rnuch favor in my 
** sa -^ that to learn 

Pocahontas we should 
*os:-Hera I a. j 

the historical ar- 
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The father’s frantic calls were heard 
by the Cochrans, an Irish immigrant '"* 

family, who had settled at the foot of 1 
the mountain a short time before. Pur¬ 
suit and search revealed some fragments . - 

of clothing and slight traces of the child . 

on Little Mountain, about two miles dis- l tflfy ¥ - 

| f*.-, I . 

The Naylors must have left tlie country 
soon afterwards since I find no other ‘Iffi -I 

mention of the name._ 
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People Rushed 

*- * picture </ the Coch- 
ajcaU-J in Pocahontas 
:y. Pocahontas ij the set- 
a legend dealing with a 
• foil legend is recount- 


From Here Alter Bear, Stolen Child 

vicied by F. W. Ruckman of house) should have been pre- 
Buck eye. Ruckman reports the served as a monument to the 

hirni and house were purchased pioneer*, who with faith, poacIu, 

, n • , T o . / ‘ rr an axe, and intestinal fortitude, 

by David L. Ruckman in 1832, carved out of uie wUderness ter- 

and have boon in nnscpscinn of* + ;i« firmci ,' Vni iMF >rkmfnrtah1*> 














































































































































































































People Rushed From Here After 

.....re oi the Coch- vided by F. W. Ruckmai 

m Pocahontas Buckeye. Ruckman reports the 
• -.as is the set- farm and house were purchased 


Bear, Stolen Child 

house) should have been pre¬ 
served as a monument to the ' 
pioneers, who with faith, powder, ■ 
an axe, and intestinal fortitude, 
carved out of the wilderness fer- * 
tile farms; built comfortable 
homes; left us a rich heritage 
which we should nourish and 1 
perpetuate. 1 ’ ‘ 
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From Here After Bear, Stolen 

vided by F. W. Ruckman of house), shoul 

Buckeye. Ruckman reports the served as a 

farm and house were purchased LT^e^'and 

by David L. Ruckman in 1832, carved 'out o; 

and have been in possession of tile farms;2 
the Ruckman clan ever since. He homes; left* 

comments on the removal of the which we i 

old house as follows: "It (the perpetuate .* 1 
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